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Board of Directors Welcome to the 2022-2023 school year!
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you to the very �rst 
edition of our new Highlights publication. In years past, we distrib-
uted this newsletter to you on a monthly basis. However, as we 
gathered feedback from our Society members, we found that there 
were several questions that we had not addressed adequately in 
previous publications. For example:

What exactly is FGTC, and what does it do? (Hint: look for this in our 
glossary of terms in this edition!) What is your annual school 
budget? Does the school have an endowment? What is a Celebra-
tion of Friends banquet?

Our hope is to answer these questions, and many more, by expand-
ing our Highlights publications. As opposed to monthly, we will be 
producing the Highlights three times a year (fall, winter, and spring), 
but there will be more information in each article pertinent to the 
school and its operations. One of our goals is to give you, the reader, 
a deeper and broader understanding of Oskaloosa Christian School. 
Another goal in moving to this format is to be more informative and 
transparent about the Oskaloosa School for Christian Instruction 
(OSCI - our actual business name; did you know that??)

Another reason for the change is to better showcase how God is 
blessing our school. God started OSCI in 1946 and has sustained us 
for over 75 years. But He hasn’t stopped there. There are wonderful 
and exciting things going on at Osky Christian today, and we want 
to give Him praise and glory for what He is doing in the lives of our 
students, families, and sta�.

It is our intention to allow access to this publication to as many 
people as possible. One of the ways to do this is to move to an 
electronic format as our primary means of distribution. Even now, 
chances are high that you are reading this on an electronic device. If 
you are, then you have the capability of forwarding this to friends 
and family around the world, expanding the potential reach of 
Oskaloosa Christian School. Please send a copy of this to grandpar-
ents, aunts, uncles, friends…anyone who would have an interest in 
Oskaloosa Christian School and its mission. We will also be posting a 
copy to our website (www.oskaloosachristian.net). And, as always, 
we covet your prayers for the school. God hears the cries of His 
people, and we are always in need of God’s loving direction for the 
school He has entrusted to us.

So…keep going! I hope you will learn more about Oskaloosa 
Christian School than you knew before by continuing to read our 
new and improved Highlights. May God bless you and yours, and to 
Him be the glory!!

Serving Christ,

Donald D. Mitchell
Principal

Learn more about this years school 
theme on page 4.
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Faculty and Staff

Carolyn Brickley
Band Lessons

Angie Dawson
5th-8th Music

Robbyn De Bruin
Bookkeeper

Carol DeRonde-Richards
Food Service Manager

Kendra Foley
2nd Grade

Shawna Goemaat
7th Grade; Language Arts

Jaynee Grafke
Kinder Kids

Cheryl Groenenboom
KK-4 Music

Rebecca Hoksbergen
Kinder Kids

Kaitlin Johannsen
Guidance Counselor

Jenessa Kaisand
Teacher Aide

Tracy Klucas
3rd Grade

Don Mitchell
Principal

Joy Mitchell
5th Grade

Shannon Semini
Teacher Aide, Athletic Dir. 

Kristi Jabaay
8th Grade; Math & Science

Leah Stam
Jr. High Bible

Linda Taylor
Cook

Renee Van Kooten
6th Grade; History, K-8 PE

Tricia Van Roekel
1st Grade

Kristin Van Zee
Resource Room 

Abbie Vander Molen
Teacher Aide 

Alicia Vander Wal
4th Grade

Patti Westra
Secretary, After school care

Keri Spronk
Teacher Aide

Lisa De Bruin
Teacher Aide, Library

Jimmy Summers
Custodian

Juli Veldhuizen
Preschool Teacher

Donna Prins
Preschool Aide

Katelyn Van Arkel
Preschool Aide

Vickie Van Donselaar
Preschool Director

2022 - 2023
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TfT - Teaching for Transformation 
Oskaloosa Christian School uses this paradigm of 
teaching throughout all subject matter. In summary, 
this framework is intended to purposefully and delib-
erately teach all subject matter through the lens of a 
Christian world and life view. God is in control of all 
things, and this is His world. We aim to help students �nd 
their purpose in God’s world, and where they �t in His 
story for their lives. More information can be found at 
www.teachingfortransformation.org.

MAP - Measure of Academic Progress 
Oskaloosa Christian School tests students in grades three 
through eight with this testing platform. The test is an 
interactive online test, which automatically adjusts the test to 
the students’ performance, making the test unique for all 
students to meet them where they are academically and 
more accurately assess students’ knowledge levels and 
growth. Students are tested three times a year (fall, winter, 
and spring) to show student growth, both within a school 
year and across multiple school years. Students are tested in 
reading, language usage, mathematics, and science.

DIBELS - Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy 
Skills Oskaloosa tests students in grades kindergarten 
through �fth grade with this testing platform. This test 
indicates a student’s literacy skills, testing phonics, compre-
hension, and reading speed. This test is also given three 
times a year to assess literacy skills and progress.

FGTC - For Generations to Come 
This is Oskaloosa Christian School’s internal tuition aid 
program. There are three events where we collect donations 
for this program. We host a Celebration of Friends banquet 
in the fall, and we send out a fall mailing and a spring 
mailing, asking for contributions. Our goal each school 
year is to raise $60,000 to use for tuition assistance the 
following school year.

LOG-STO - Legacy of Grace School Tuition Organization  
This is a charitable organization representing 7 accredit-
ed Christian schools that receive voluntary cash contri-
butions from Iowa taxpayers and allocates those funds 
for tuition grants to member schools’ children. Every 
donation to this organization is eligible for a 75% state 
tax credit on the donation. For example, if a person 
makes a $1,000 contribution to LOG-STO, that person 
will receive a state tax credit of $750. More informa-
tion about the program can be found at logsto.org.

Glossary of Terms
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Miracles in God’s Story
This year’s school theme is Miracles in God’s Story. OSCI 
students and sta� will be meeting with their created multi-
grade chapel groups and divided into 11 groups this year. 
Every Friday there are activities incorporating the school 
theme. The month is divided up with the following activities.

-1st is praise and worship
-2nd Friday is chapel
-3rd is chapel group 
-4th Friday is typically for journaling

Some of the chapels are divided up again this year K-3 and 4-8.

Mark your calendars for the following chapel dates:
 -October 21: grades 2nd (9:00-9:35 AM) and 7th (8:15-8:50 AM) 
-January 13: grades 4th (9:00-9:35 AM) and 5th (8:15-8:50 AM)
-March 24: grades 1st (9:00-9:35 AM) and 8th (8:15-8:50 AM)
-May 12 - KK

Pictured above and below: Chapel led by the 3rd graders about 
the miracle of ‘Creation’ and how to be God’s earth keepers.

Psalm 40:5Psalm 40:5

 

Miracle:Creation
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national average in

Reading
Language Usage
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5 out of 6 classes were above 
national average in mathematics.

MAP testing 2021-2022 Results
Established in 1946
171 students (growth of 13% increase in the past 10 years)
27 employees
17 graduated in May 2022
102 families partnering with OSCI in their child’s education
$7,336 full cost for a Christ-�lled education for one student
$5,601 tuition for one full-time student
28 churches represented at OSCI
92  families participating in the Tuition Reduction
  Incentive Program (TRIP)
$17,713.48 TRIP earnings in the current & future student    
 family accounts for the 21-22 school year
$1,211,594.83 total budget for the 2022-2023 school year
Willing Workers concluded their fundraising e�orts with  a   
 mum sale generating $2,563 in pro�t
Willing workers raised $71,543 during the 2021-22 school    
 year,  providing the school with $55,270 
Endowment contributed $140,000 to the school budget
$2,850,177 is the current balance of the endowment fund
$132,204 provided by LOG-STO for tuition aid to families of   
 OSCI in 2021-2022 school year
For Generations to Come helped OSCI families with $48,170.00   
 in tuition assistance in the 2021-2022, and  $51,142.00
  in 2022-23 school year
Capital Campaign contributions from our Society replaced   
 the roof & able to pay for it outright with ZERO balance

Energizing Numbers

Enrollment Trends
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Page 5

Oskaloosa & PC Football

OSCI Volleyball

PC Cross Country

Fall
SPORTS
Fall
SPORTS
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Willing Workers

WHO
is the money going to?

The money is used for the entire 
school. EVERY child at Oskaloosa 
Christian School bene�ts from 
the fundraising dollars.

WHY
should I sign up to be on a Willing 
Worker committee?

Willing Workers raises roughly 
$80,000 per year that goes direct-
ly back to ALL students through 
textbooks, ipads, playground 
equipment, art supplies, furni-
ture, curriculum, tuition, PE 
equipment, chapel shirts, online 
subscription fees to Jupiter ed, 
white boards, teacher wish lists 
and so much more!

WHAT
does Willing workers do?

Willing Workers sponsors various 
fundraisers throughout the 
school year to generate �nancial 
support. 

HOW
does Willing Workers raise 
money?

Willing Workers fundraisers are 
only possible by the generous 
help of our school parents. 

Make a Difference!
���

Page 6

School is o� to a great start and we are busy preparing for all of our awesome
fundraisers that are coming up! The saying goes “many hands make light work” and 
we are so thankful for all of you who are committing to volunteering. Every child 
bene�ts when we all work together!  All of these fundraisers help keep tuition costs 
down as well as supply our teachers with the needed items for their classrooms and 
OUR kids!

New this year was our fall �ower mum sale and we had a great response! There 
were 233 mums ordered! Thank you to all who supported this new fundraiser and we 
look forward to continuing it for years to come!

Believe Kids fundraiser  kicked o� on September 22. This is one of our larger 
fundraisers and with the addition of online ordering we can reach so many people! 
You can choose from food, sweets, wrapping paper and much more! Please encour-
age your student(s) to reach out to friends and family from all over the world! The 
fundraiser ends October 12 with pick up/delivery mid- November.

The new pop can shed has been a wonderful addition to our school. Did you know 
in June - August 2022 we raised almost $700 just from donated pop cans? Don’t 
forget if you do a little fall clean up to drop them o� at the school; the shed is always 
unlocked! O�er to pick up from your neighbors and grandparents – a few cans can go 
a long way!

The Book Fair will take place on October 13, 1 PM - 8 PM and October 14, 8 AM - 
Noon. This is during Parent Teacher Conferences so be sure to stop by and start your 
Christmas shopping early!

Sta� Appreciation week  will be November 15 - 18. Be thinking about how you 
can show teachers and sta� appreciation for all they do!

Poinsettias fundraiser will be back this year! Order forms will be out in November 
with pick up on December 3 while you do your baked goods shopping.

Christmas Cookie, Bake Sale, and Vendor Fair is happening Saturday, Decem-
ber 3.  Be on the lookout for more information coming as we need your help baking 
those delicious treats for the holidays. 

School Apparel will be available soon! You will be able to see and feel the new 
items at parent teacher conferences! Orders will be placed shortly after that with
delivery before Christmas. Be thinking about gift giving! Also cookbooks are always 
available in Patti’s o�ce for $10 - another great gift.



Parent Teacher Conferences ...................................................... October 13 & 14
Book Fair .................................................................................. October 13 & 14
Wax Museum at OSCI........................................................................... October 20
Friends Banquet .................................................................................. October 29
8th grade selling peppermints ................................................... Now until gone!
Staff Appreciation Week ............................................................. November 15-18
Music concert K-8 ............................................................................ November 18
Thanksgiving Break ................................................................... November 24, 25
Poinsettia Pickup ............................................................................... December 3
Christmas Cookie & Bake Sale, Vendor Fair ..................................... December 3
Christmas Luncheon ........................................................................... December 9
Lion King, Jr............................................................................. December 15 & 16
Christmas Break .......................................................... December 23 - January 2
Classes Resume ...................................................................................... January 3

UPCOMING EVENTS

All are welcome to the 6th-8th grade 
Wax Museum on October 20 from 
6:00-7:00 p.m at the Oskaloosa 
Christian School gym. Students will be 
in costume and will present a short 
speech to attendees. They will also be 
prepared to answer questions about 
their famous person. Page 7

You’re Invited

Wax
Museum

Generations to Come
 Friends Banquet

Please save the date and join us for our 
Celebration of Friends banquet. This annual 
fundraiser features dinner and a musical 
performance by the Living Water Trio, a local 
singing group. The date is Saturday, October 
29. Doors will open for fellowship at 5:30 pm. 
Dinner begins at 6 pm, with the Trio taking 
the stage at 6:45 pm. Proceeds will go to 
tuition assistance for OSCI families.  To RSVP 
please call school at 641-672-2174 or email 
westrap@oskaloosachristian.net by October 
21. We look forward to a night of food, fun, 
and fellowship. 

Check out the Oskaloosa 
Christian School Facebook 
page for pictures of school 
activities and more!

Fall Music Program

Join our community of praise on 
Friday night, November 18, as K-8 
students use instrument and voice 
to musically share our theme, 
Miracles in God's Story! 

You’re invited to view the OSCI website 
that has a new look! Find out more by 
visiting the Oskaloosa Christian School 
website by using the QR link below. Here 
you will �nd the latest announcements, 
parent resources, additional calendar 
activities and more.

 NEW LOOK!

Pictured above: The 4th graders had 
fun being Order Discoverers as they 
explored the question "How could 
we make s'mores without a �re or 
electricity?"  The students decided 
we could possibly use solar energy, 
so we created solar ovens with shoe 
boxes, aluminum foil, black 
construction paper, and clear 
transparencies.  We put marshmal-
lows on graham crackers, and placed 
them in our solar ovens.  The 
students �gured out which way we 
should face our ovens and how far 
open our "ovens" should be to 
re�ect the sun.  We left the marsh-
mallows out to bake for about an 
hour before we made and enjoyed 
our delicious s'mores.  Success!

Will Van Dyke 
 

Richard M. Sherman Robert B. Sherman

The Lion King JR. 

Oskaloosa Christian School 
Presents 

 

 

December 15 and 16, 2022 
George Daily Auditorium 

7:00 PM 

       Mrs. Angie Dawson 
      Mrs. Lisa Van Gilst 

 

Ms. Taryn Hugen 

Mrs. Angie Dawson 
 
 

Mrs. Cheryl Groenenboom 
 
 

Elton John & Tim Rice 
 

Lebo M, Mark Mancina, Jay Rifkin, and Hans Zimmer 
 

Roger Allers & Irene Mecchi 
 

Julie Taymor



OSCI Capital Campaign

God has been at work at Oskaloosa Christian School. Thanks to the 
generosity of His people, we were able to raise the money for a new 
roof for the school. The roof was installed over the summer, and has 
already proven its worth by keeping things dry during the latest 
thunderstorms we had in mid-September.

Now that the roof is completed, we are moving on to the next phase 
of our capital campaign: windows. We are looking to replace all of the 
school windows with more energy e�cient windows. This project 
would also help us in the event of an emergency situation. Fully 
operative �re escape windows are a necessity, should a crisis situation 
arise.

Would you be willing to give to this necessary cause? Please prayerful-
ly consider how you can help. No gift is too small, and every donation 
moves us closer to a goal that further ensures the safety of our 
students and sta�. Thank you for considering this request, and may 
God continue to show His faithfulness to Oskaloosa Christian School!

Oskaloosa Christian School is blessed with 46 middle school students 
for the 2022-2023 school year. However, projections for the 2023-2024 
school year increase our middle school population to over 60 
students. Currently, we only have enough space to accommodate 59 
students if we maximize current lockers. Consequently, we would like 
to raise enough money to buy 72 new lockers for use in the 2023-2024 
school year. After research into multiple options, we anticipate that 
the cost for 72 new lockers will cost between $9,000 and $12,000, 
depending upon several factors, such as shipping, assembly, cost of 
materials and how soon we could place such an order.

We would like to reach out now in the hopes of raising $12,000 as 
soon as possible to lock in costs and to allow enough lead time to 
order the lockers, in the event of supply chain issues extending the 
time necessary for delivery. Would you be willing to help us in this 
endeavor? 

Donations can be turned in at the school o�ce, or mailed to Oskaloo-
sa School for Christian Instruction, 726 N. E Street, Oskaloosa, Iowa 
52577. Thank you for considering this need for our school.

1st Phase 2nd Phase
Roof Replacement  

Roof Before

Roof After

Windows Before

Thank you for prayerfully considering these 
capital campaign enhancements. 

Page 8Lockers Needed

In Memory of God’s Faithful Servants:
We gratefully acknowledge the following memorial gifts:
Marian Van Den Heuvel family for the Endowment Fund.
Wes and Junella Van Kooten family for the Capital Campaign.

Lockers
Windows

Interior Improvements
(lighting, �ooring, etc)

3rd Phase
Building Addition


