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UPCOMING EVENTS @ OSCI
SONshine Preschool Open House------------------------------------------------------------------March 28
Knowledge Bowl------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------March 31
SONshine Preschool Online Registration----------------------------------------------------------March 31
Good Friday/Easter Chapel hosted by teachers-------------------------------------------------April 8
District V Track Meet----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------April 20
Grandparents Day & KK-4th Musical-------------------------------------------------------------------April 29
8th Grade Banquet------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------April 30

PUBLISHING INFORMATION
HIGHLIGHTS will be published monthly, with the 
exception of June and August, by the staff of the 
Oskaloosa Christian School.  If you would like more 
information about Oskaloosa Christian, you can call 
the principal, Mr. Don Mitchell, at 641-672-2174.

WILLING WORKERS Mrs. Lynn Hook

Twitter:@OskyChristian
Facebook: Oskaloosa Christian School

 Telephone:  641-672-2174 
www.oskaloosachristian.net
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PRINCIPAL’S PERSPECTIVE
By Mr. Don Mitchell

NOTICE OF
NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY

The Oskaloosa Christian School admits stu-
dents of any race, color, national and ethnic 
origin to all the rights, privileges, programs and 
activities generally accorded or made available 
to students at the school. It does not discrimi-
nate on the basis of race, color, national and 
ethnic origin in administration of its education-
al policies, admissions policies, and athletic and 
other school-administered programs.

Proverbs 22:6: “Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old, he will not depart from it.”

I was blessed to attend the Converge leadership conference from March 8-10. I attended several sessions and 
gained some insights that I hope will benefit my leadership at Oskaloosa Christian School. There was one session 
that really stood out to me that I would like to share with you that I pray you will find helpful in the future.

The session was titled “Growing Faith: Innovative Partnerships between Home, Church, and School”. It was pre-
sented by Nigel Genders, the Chief Education Officer for the Church of England’s education office. While I found the 
entirety of his presentation to be very engaging, two things in particular stood out to me that I would like to share.

First, he encouraged me to rethink the Reformed triangle model. In this metaphor, a triangle is formed with the 
church, the home, and the Christian school as its three vertices (points). However, Mr. Genders encouraged us to 
see the model as a Venn diagram, with overlapping circles. Specifically, he challenged us to determine what was 
being done in the intersections of the circles. How are the school and the church working in tandem to bless the 
development of children? How about the partnership of the home and the church, or the home and the school? 
By seeing the overlaps in the Venn diagram, we have a visual reminder of those partnerships and what we can do 
to enhance them.

Secondly, Mr. Genders brought forth a fascinating statistic from the Church of England schools that is applicable 
to our Christian schools in the United States. In his study of the Church of England schools, he collected data to 
compile this statistic: while 90% of school families believed that faith is an important component to their child’s 
life, only 29% felt that, as parents, that they are responsible for the faith formation of their children. In essence, the 
strong majority of school parents felt that the job of spiritual formation is someone else’s responsibility, presum-
ably of the church and/or the Christian school. Similar studies have been done to conclude that these numbers are 
similar in the United States as well.

The Scripture passage above is a promise to parents. Parents have the primary responsibility of training their chil-
dren. Handing a child over to any school and abdicating the responsibility of faith formation is never what God 
intended for parents. Rather, as a Christian school, we enter into partnership with a family to teach children in the 
fear and admonition of the LORD, not take over the reins of responsibility. I write this article to encourage you, as 
parents, grandparents, or whatever role you have in a child’s life, to train that child in the spirit of Proverbs 22:6. I am 
reminded of 1930’s America, when, in a time of great uncertainty for 
the country, President Franklin Roosevelt began conducting weekly 
‘Fireside Chats’. He would give a weekly address on the state of the 
country, and people would flock to their radios to hear Mr. Roos-
evelt’s latest update on the state of the country. I encourage you to 
take a similar approach with your children. Sit down with them at 
the dinner table and ask how their days went. Do not accept ‘fine’ for 
an answer, but open up the lines of communication with them. Ask 
them what happened in the classroom or at recess. Probe to see what 
lessons they learned in math class (or any other class, for that matter.) 
Take the time and purposefully engage your students in conversa-
tion. After all, God has said that the primary responsibility for faith 
formation in your children is yours. You cannot know how to guide 
your children if you do not know what is happening in their lives. Be 
the 29% that trains your children in the way they should go, so when 
they are old, they will not depart from the ways of the LORD.

The Board of Oskaloosa Christian 
School would like to acknowledge and 
express thanks for the gifts received in 
memory of Anna Kelderman and Gerrit 
Roozeboom.  Anna’s gifts will be given  
to our Music Department and Gerrit’s 

gifts have been designated for our 
Endowment Fund.   We are grateful 

to the family members and friends of 
Anna and Gerrit who have honored 

their memory in this way.

BIDS FOR KIDS: The Willing Workers held their annual Bids for Kids Auction at the 
end of February. A big-hearted thank you to all the people who generously donated 
and purchased items. Through your generosity, we raised over $30,000.00! Also a big 
THANK YOU to the committee who spent countless hours to make this such a success! 
And thank you to all our loyal supporters of our school!! We appreciate you all!  

SCHOOL APPAREL: There are plans to possibly have a spring school apparel sale 
again. Dates have not yet been determined. Watch for further information in future 
publications.

GIVING TREE: There are plans for a Giving Tree again this year which will be set up 
during Grandparents Day and during our KK-4th Music Program on April 29. You will 
have the opportunity to bless our teachers and staff with items that will benefit their 
work at school.  The tree will be decorated with ornaments that will list ideas of items 
to purchase for them.  Just take an ornament from the tree and purchase the items be-
fore the end of the school year to show appreciation to our school teachers and staff!

JOB OPENINGS for 2022-2023
Oskaloosa Christian School is looking to hire a Custodian and a Jr. High Math and 
Science teacher for the 2022-2023 school year. If you are interested or have any 
questions about either of these positions, please call Mr. Mitchell at 641-672-2174 
or email mitchelld@oskaloosachristian.net.

SONshine Preschool is currently seeking a part-time bookkeeper. Job description 
and application can be found at sonshinepreschool.org/employment opportuni-
ties.  Further questions can be directed to Vickie Van Donselaar at directorson-
shineps@gmail.com.

The Legacy of Grace School Tuition Or-
ganization is now accepting applica-
tions for the 2022-2023 school year. We 
encourage all families to visit the web-
site at www.logsto.org to see if your 
family will qualify for tuition assistance.

The Legacy of Grace School Tuition Or-
ganization is a charitable organization 
representing seven accredited Christian 
schools that receive voluntary cash con-
tributions from Iowa taxpayers. These 
funds are allocated to the families of 
these schools who qualify for assistance. 
Note that applications for the 2022-2023 
school year should be completed by the 
end of April, 2022. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Finance Chairman 
Lucas De Groot at 641-777-4970.



BOARD HIGHLIGHTS     

•Jim Eveland opened with devotions 
and prayer.
•Motion made, seconded, and passed to 
accept board minutes for February and 
consent agenda for March.
•February financial reports were pre-
sented.
•Committee motions - none
•Don Mitchell gave a presentation on 
the Employee Retention Credit. The 
board asked him to do some more re-
search and report his findings.
•Don Mitchell gave an update on the 
ISHAA appeal process.
•Don Mitchell gave a staffing update for 
the 2022-2023 school year.
•The board discussed board nomina-
tions.
•The board discussed the current prog-
ress of the capital campaign and strat-
egies for the continuance of the cam-
paign.
•Don Mitchell gave a review of the Con-
verge leadership conference he attend-
ed March 8-10.
•Next meeting: April 19, 2022 @ 6:30 pm.
•Motion to adjourn. Motion seconded 
and passed.

I want to take this opportunity to 
thank you for your support of Oska-
loosa Christian School through our tu-
ition assistance program, For Genera-
tions To Come (FGTC). Your response 
to our Celebration of Friends banquet 
and our fall mailing was a wonderful 
blessing and put us over 2/3 of the 
way to our $60,000 goal for the year. 
Our spring mailing will be coming to 
you soon, which is our final fundraiser 
for FGTC for the year. Will you please 
consider a donation to FGTC through 
our spring mailing drive so we can 
reach our goal? All gifts are welcomed, 
and no gift is too small. Thank you for 
your consideration of this request, and 
thank you for your support of Oskaloo-
sa Christian School.

For Generations 
to Come

TRIP News  (Tuition Reduction Incentive Program)

Mondays - order by 12:00 noon
Fridays - pick up 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

 

Quick facts for June 2021--to date: 
Total Sales to date: over $277,000! 
Tuition Credit Earned: Over $10,400!!!

The Cash and Carry TRIP cards below 
are available from the school office:
Applebee’s, Arby’s, Avon, Breadeaux, 
Casey’s, Culver’s, Eagle’s Nest, Fareway, 
Great Clips, Hy-Vee, Kohl’s, Kwik Lube, 
Mahaska Drug, Mary Kay, Maurice’s, Me-
nards, PC Mall, Pizza Hut, Pizza Ranch, 
Scentsy, Shoe Dept., Subway, Sunny-
slope, Taco Bell, Taco John’s, Target, 
Taso’s, Tupperware, TwoRivers Cardtrol, 
Walmart, Wendy’s. 

Upcoming Order dates:  
March 28,  April 4, 11, 18, 25

For any TRIP questions, call Kristin Plate at 641-
670-0583 or email trip@oskaloosachristian.net.

FINE ARTS

KK-4th SPRING MUSICAL
Going for the Gold                                                                                           
We’ve got the gold and we’re ready to share! In our spring musical, Going for the Gold, 
the KinderKids-fourth graders have God’s golden truths. Too bad some don’t under-
stand what is really valuable. Some kids are hosting a show to spread the golden mes-
sage of the Gospel.  Another group of kids comes to claim the gold, not realizing that 
God’s treasure is not a gold medal, a buried treasure, or money.  They try all kinds of 
activities to claim the prize – running for Olympic gold, digging for buried treasure, 
diving into the deep sea, reclaiming garage treasures, and even rescuing money for a 
Nigerian prince! Eventually they get the message that the real golden truths, revealed 
through the parables of Jesus, are in the Bible and belong to God!  Join our treasure 
search through the parables of the Wiseman and the Foolish Man, The Rich Young Rul-
er, The Good Samaritan, Two Debtors, and The Prodigal Son with fun acting and song to 
discover that God’s love is the real treasure that He shares to light up the world! 

Make your plans to discover some of God’s treasures on Friday, April 29, at the after-
noon performance as part of our Grandparent’s Day activities or at 7:00 p.m. in the 
evening performance for all family and friends. We are eager to reflect the love and joy 
God gives to us and to each of you!    

 Mrs. Cheryl Groenenboom
MARCH

We have five athletes participating in 
track this year.  Joining Pella Christian’s 
team is Brandon Groenendyk, Elijah 
Boender, Sydney Bruxvoort, and Lacey 
Campbell. Allison Campbell will be run-
ning with Oskaloosa Community. 

Everyone is invited to come out 
to support our athletes!

VOUCHERS: Please turn in all vouchers by 
Monday, April 18th, so they can be applied 
to this year’s TRIP proceeds. Vouchers turned 
in after April 18th will be applied to next year.

Weekly TRIP orders can be placed online!  
If you have submitted a registration form, 
you are already entered into our system.  If 
not, forms can be found in the plastic files 
outside the office.

Don’t want to come into the office to make 
an order? No problem! Go to shopwithscrip.
com and set up an online account. You can 
use a credit card or automatic withdrawal 
from your bank account. You will then have 
the option to use “ScripNow eCards” which 
allows you, for certain stores, to download a 
card for immediate use to your smartphone. 
For more information, www.shopwithscrip.
com or contact Kristin at 641-670-0583.

TRACK SEASON  Mrs. Shannon Semini, AD

April 8    North Mahaska @ 4:15
April 14     PC invite @ 4:30
April 18     Cardinal of Eldon @ 4:30
April 25    Eddyville @ 4:30
April 28    Des Moines Christian @ 4:30
May 3    Eddyville @ 4:30

PC Track Meet Schedule

Mrs. Angie Dawson

Deep Hope: My Deep Hope is to value each person and build a notewor-
thy community as God’s image bearers.
Storyline: Be Respectful, Be Responsible

FLEx: Last November, the middle school performed with the other area Christian 
Schools at the Fall Festival at Pella Christian High School. Their performance was on 
Veterans Day, November 11th. I found this to be a perfect opportunity to discuss the 
importance of this special day with my students. I had the kids share individuals that 
they knew who were veterans and we discussed different ways that we could honor 
them. Each class, 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th grade, made a poster for the Veterans and some 
individuals wrote and made video messages. We hung the posters around the school 
and posted the videos on the school facebook page. The students loved honoring 
those that have served and that are currently serving our country.
John 15:12-13 “My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love 
has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”

TfT Spotlight: 
See the Story. Live the Story. 

Our teachers are using TfT tools to create learning experiences that empower our 
students to play their part in God’s Story.

The Osky Track Meet Schedule can be 
found at oskycsd.org.

We are excited to announce Oskaloosa 
Christian School’s Grandparents/Friends 
Day which will be held on Friday, April 29. 
A great day will include:
•10:00: coffee/refreshments in the gym
•10:30-11:30: classroom visits
•11:30-12:45: lunch will be served
•12:45-1:45:  KK-4th Grade Musical 
(Free-will offerings will be received for 
lunch and during the musical.)
We look forward to our grandparents 
and friends joining us on this special day!  

Mrs. Cheryl Groenenboom
In teaching, I have used signing with our singing.  I was inspired by my 
niece Megan, who has always loved music, but due to her Down’s Syn-
drome she had a harder time expressing the lyrics verbally, so she began 

to share the musical story with sign language.  Working with Kindergarten through 
fourth grade students, I thought signing would help us understand and share God’s 
story using our whole bodies.  
As we were preparing songs for our fall program, one of my second graders asked if I 
made up the actions.  I explained that they weren’t just actions, we were sharing the 
story with sign language.  I told them about Megan, her love of music and signing, 
and mentioned that her birthday was the next week.  One boy quickly piped up, “We 
should sing some of our songs to her for her birthday!”  That was noteworthy! (Our 
Storyline).  Since Megan lives in another state, we arranged a Facetime call as a special 
celebration of her birthday.  We sang and signed two songs from our upcoming pro-
gram and ended with a round of “Happy Birthday,” Megan’s favorite.  Megan inspired 
our signing, and we were excited to share what we had learned with her.  Megan loved 
it and so did we!
What a great FLEx (Formational Learning Experience)!  Out of our curriculum (perform-
ing music) student-generated ideas (We should sing for her!) helped us to reach com-
munity (Megan and her family) and live out our Deep Hope (To be God’s noteworthy 
music inspiring a rhythm of praise and sharing God’s song of redeeming love). 
We continue to strive to be God’s noteworthy music as servant-worker recorder musi-
cians, as beauty-creating composer students, as image-reflecting actors and singers in 
our musical and in each class throughout the year. 

The picture 
shows the 
delight on 
Megan’s face 
with her hands 
working to sign 
along with the 
2nd graders.

The District V Track and Field Meet is 
scheduled for Wednesday, April 20, at 
Statesmen Community Stadium in Os-
kaloosa. The meet will start at 9:00 am 
with field events and should conclude 
by 2:30 pm. The 5th through 8th grad-
ers will be competing in the meet along 
with participants from eight other Chris-
tian schools. Rain date is Tuesday, May 3, 
at Pella Christian High School. Come out 
and cheer on the students as they par-
ticipate in their events!

DISTRICT V TRACK MEET

The KK-4th Track Meet is scheduled for 
Wednesday, May 4, at Statesmen Com-
munity Stadium in Oskaloosa. The meet 
will begin at 12:15 pm and should con-
clude by 1:30. Each student will compete 
in two races - individual and relay. Feel 
free to come out and cheer on the stu-
dents!

KK-4th TRACK MEET

Want to make sure cards are available when 
you need them? Submit orders to the office by 
noon for local and national cards and they will 
be guaranteed by Friday of the same week!


