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PUBLISHING INFORMATION
HIGHLIGHTS will be published monthly, with the 
exception of June and August, by the staff of the 
Oskaloosa Christian School.  If you would like more 
information about Oskaloosa Christian, you can 
call the Principal, Don Mitchell, at 641-672-2174.

It’s that time of year again when leaves are changing color and beginning to fall, there 
is a crispness in the air, and the harvest is being reaped. Fall is such a lovely time of year 
to praise God for all of our many blessings and the many blessings upon our school. 
We have seen great support in our fundraising efforts. Mark your calendars for our 
upcoming fundraising events.

Book Fair - Thank you to all who made this year’s book fair a HUGE success! We re-
ceived around $2200 in new books for our school, which made this the best year yet. 
THANK YOU!!!

Poinsettias! -  Ordering is currently taking place. You can order either a red 
or a white plant in a 6.5” wrapped pot for $15.  Contact any school family, or 
stop in the school office to order before November 8. Payment of cash or 
a check made out to Willing Workers must be included at the time of order. 

Ordered poinsettias can be picked up from school during our Christmas Bake/Vendor 
Sale on Saturday, December 4 between 8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. If you have any questions, 
please call Becki Gatton at 641-660-2178.

Christmas Bake/Vendor Sale - Save the date for our bake/vendor sale on December 
4 from 8 am to 1 pm.  This is a great time to get some early Christmas shopping done 
and to purchase those yummy Christmas treats!

BoxTops - Due date for Fall clipped submissions is October 25. Please turn them in to 
the school office.

Staff Appreciation Week will be November 8-12. Be thinking on how we can show 
our teachers and staff how much we appreciate all they do for our kids!

Pop Can Shed: A reminder that our new pop can shed is located east of our 
parking lot.  Cans and bottles can be brought and placed in the shed at any 
time. Bags are available inside the shed for your use. At this time, please re-
member to bag the glass separate from the cans. 

WILLING WORKERS Mrs.  Lynn Hook
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PRINCIPAL’S PERSPECTIVE
By Mr. Don Mitchell

 Telephone:  641-672-2174 
www.oskaloosachristian.net

I have always enjoyed autumn. The weather becomes a little more crisp, and the leaves turn bright and beautiful 
colors. My fandom for college and pro football resurfaces, and the concept of wearing layers and sitting around a 
campfire to fellowship always peaks my interest. However, this autumn brings some special events to Oskaloosa 
Christian School, and I would like to share my thoughts.

Last month, I wrote my article about our 75th anniversary celebration for Oskaloosa Christian School, and we are 
springboarding off of that into two very important town hall meetings. The dates are Tuesday, October 26th and 
Thursday, November 4th, beginning at 6:30 pm. Both meetings will be held at Fellowship Bible Church. We cordially 
invite all Society members to attend one or both of those meetings. We will be sharing the same information at both 
meetings, so attendance at both is not necessary. Our goal for these meetings is to share the vision of Oskaloosa 
Christian School as we move into the future. Specifically, we want to address current building needs and discuss the 
possibility of expansion for the school. However, we also want feedback from our Society. We want to give Society 
members a chance to express their support, concerns, ideas, thoughts, etc. as we hone this vision towards a reality. 
As a board and administration, we realize that we do not have all of the answers on this matter. However, we believe 
that the LORD has opened doors to move this vision forward, and we want to be obedient to Him. If you are unable 
to make either of the sessions, we intend to livestream them and post them for future viewing as well. I would be 
happy to field any thoughts, questions, etc. at mitchelld@oskaloosachristian.net if I can be of service to you.

Please pray for God’s clear direction for this endeavor. We will need God’s wisdom and vision to determine whether 
we should move forward. This may mean stepping out in faith, which can bring feelings of anxiety. Above all things, 
we want to be faithful to God’s calling for Oskaloosa Christian School. We have been entrusted with something 
precious and valuable, and we want God’s hand of blessing as we tend to it. We look forward to seeing you at the 
town hall meetings!

UPCOMING EVENTS @ OSCI
Town Hall Meeting------------------------------------------------------------------------------------October 26
Town Hall Meeting------------------------------------------------------------------------------------November 4
Celebration of Friends Banquet--------------------------------------------------------------------November 6
Poinsettia  Orders due---------------------------------------------------------------------------------November 8
Junior High Fall Music Festival-------------------------------------------------------------------November 11
End of first Trimester-------------------------------------------------------------------------------November 12
KK-8th Fall Music Program------------------------------------------------------------------------November 19

MINTS ARE HERE! 
Wilhelmina Dutch 
Peppermints are now  

available for sale! The price is $2.00 
per box or $11.00 for six boxes.  You 
can even buy a whole show box of 24 
for $44.00! They make great stocking 
stuffers and thank you gifts!  They sell 
fast, so contact any 8th grader or stop 
by the school office to purchase yours 
soon.   A BIG THANK YOU to all those 
who faithfully support this 8th grade 
fundraiser every year!

A big thanks to all those who donated to and 
purchased from this year’s 8th grade rummage 
sale.  Profits from the rummage sale and mints 
will be used for 8th grade class expenses this 
year. Thank you for supporting our class!

The Board and Staff of Oskaloosa 
Christian School would like to 

acknowledge and thank the family 
of Laura Hol for gifts received in her 

memory.  These gifts will be used in our 
school’s Music Department.  

We thank all of Laura’s family members 
and friends for blessing our school 

during their time of loss. 

One of the means for us to bless families to have access to a quality 
Christian education is through the Legacy of Grace School Tuition Or-
ganization (LOG-STO). This state program allows for individuals and 
businesses to donate money to help families with tuition at a private 
school, receiving a 75% state tax credit of the donation. As an ex-
ample, if you donate one hundred dollars to the LOG-STO, you will 
receive a state tax credit of $75, which reduces your state tax liability. 
In other words, you can dictate where some of your state tax money 
will go by making a donation to LOG-STO. Please visit the website, 
www.logsto.org, for more information.

Our LOG-STO can raise a total of $489,751 to help families who desire 
to send their children to a Christian school. A donation of any size 
would help us to move closer to our goal. Would you please prayer-
fully consider a gift to the LOG-STO to help a family access Christian 
education for their children? A donation form is included with this 
issue of the Highlights. Thank you.

The District V Junior High Music Festival 
2021 will be Thursday, November 11 at 
Pella Christian High School.  All students 
in grades 6-8th grade from area Chris-
tian schools will participate in a mass 
choir and all band students from all of 
the schools perform together.  The stu-
dents rehearse for several hours in the 
afternoon and then perform a concert 
for friends and family beginning at 7 
pm.  Everyone is invited to enjoy the 
talents of our local junior high students!

FALL MUSIC FESTIVAL
Mrs. Angie Dawson

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through 
faith; and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift 
of God; not by works, so that no one can boast.” 
 -Ephesians 2:8-9
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BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
•BJ Boender opened with devotions and prayer.
•September financial reports were presented.
•Education Committee Motions:
  -Motion amended by the board to extend Julia Groenenboom a contract for girls 
basketball for the 2021-2022 school year if there are enough participants. Motion sec-
onded and passed.
  -Motion to extend JW Mullens a contract for boys basketball for the 2021-2022 school 
year. Motion seconded and passed.
•The board suggested talking to Ruth De Bruin regarding what to do with old memo-
rial boards that were replaced outside the office.
•Don Mitchell presented findings regarding cooperative agreements to the board. The 
board instructed Don to contact the IHSAA with further questions.
•Don Mitchell reminded the board of the board workshop on February 1st.
•Dan McKinney presented two videos that led to a discussion of marketing and enroll-
ment for the future of the school.
•Don Mitchell presented a review of the Iowa Association of Christian Schools annual 
meeting, which included a policy presentation. The Education Committee will be dis-
cussing the presentation and future actions to be taken at an upcoming meeting.
•A discussion regarding staff dress took place. No action was taken.
•Jim Eveland and Don Mitchell presented to the board the proposed presentation for 
the town hall meetings. Several suggestions from board members were made to edit 
the video to clarify its purpose and content. Jim and Don will make the suggested 
edits to show the board before the first town hall meeting.
•Next meeting: November 16, 2021 @ 6:30 pm
•Don Mitchell closed in prayer.

Our 
school 
theme 

this year is 
“Growing 

ASBESTOS UPDATE
In compliance with the AHERA Asbestos 
Emergency Act our school is regularly surveyed 
to determine the condition of any asbestos 
containing materials. Most of the materials that 
posed a problem have been removed from the 
building.  The remaining materials have been 
inspected and are encapsulated under the floor 
tile which is sealed with floor finish.  In its present 
condition it poses no health threat to students or 
staff.  Oskaloosa Christian will continue to monitor 
the materials and keep our facility a safe and 
healthy place in which to work and learn.

This year at Oskaloo-
sa Christian we were 
blessed to have six-
teen girls on the vol-
leyball team.  The 8th 
g r a d e r s — A u b r e y 
Bowen, Sydney Brux-
voort, Lacey Camp-
bell, Kynnah Cham-
berlin, Jazzy Jones, 
Anniston Meyer, 
Megan Veenstra, Ava 
Westercamp, and 
Elie Westercamp—
provided great leadership in both skills and mental toughness.  The 7th graders—Al-
lison Campbell, AnnaBelle Carter, Rachel Hoksbergen, Taylor Hol, Arianna Jackson, 
Natalie Plate, and Haiden Spray—came in with tons of energy and excitement, ready 
to learn new skills.

Because it was my first year coaching here, I had to learn everyone’s names, and try to 
quickly discover what level the team was at and the best drills to use at practice.  The 
players had the challenge of learning a new coach’s terminology, practice and game 
expectations, and new drills.  Our team goal was to learn and improve our basic skills 
throughout the season, learn to spike and serve overhand, but most of all, to have fun 
playing the game of volleyball. Practices were hard work, but with a sprinkle of joy: the 
most requested drill of the season was called “Squirmy Wormies and Dead Buggies.”

We learned that while winning a match is fun, we can also enjoy the learning process, 
enjoy encouraging our friends and celebrating their successes, and even learn to en-
joy the hard work and discipline that makes us better people and better athletes.  We 
won a number of matches this season, but we also rejoiced when we doubled our 
score against a stronger opponent, or when someone got a serve in for the first time 
in a game! Throughout the season, I enjoyed watching these young women grow as 
volleyball players, as teammates, and as daughters of the King.  –Coach Colleen Platt

For Generations 
to Come

VOLLEYBALL SEASON  Coach Colleen Platt

TRIP News  (Tuition Reduction Incentive Program)

Mondays - order by 12:00 noon
Fridays - pick up 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

 

Quick facts: June 2021--to date: 
Total Sales to date: $107,000! 
Tuition Credit Accumulated: over $4,200!

Order dates:  
October 25
November 1, 8, 16, 30
(the last two dates are Tuesdays due to no 
school on Mondays)

Note: There will not be an order the week of 
November 22 due to Thanksgiving Break.

LOOKING AHEAD! 
December 6 and 13 are the only order dates 

for December before Christmas break. 
TRIP cards make great Christmas gifts, so be 

thinking about getting some Christmas 
shopping done early!

Weekly TRIP orders can be placed online! 
Information can be found in the literature 
racks outside the office. 

Cash and Carry TRIP cards are available 
from the office on a first-come, first-serve ba-
sis: Amazon, Applebee’s, Arby’s, Breadeaux, 
Casey’s, Culver’s, Eagle’s Nest, Fareway, Great 
Clips, Hy-Vee, JC Penney, Kohl’s, Mahaska 
Drug, Maurice’s, Menards, PC Mall, Pizza Hut, 
Pizza Ranch, Subway, Sunnyslope, Taco Bell, 
Taco John’s, Target, Taso’s, Tupperware, Two 
Rivers Pella, WalMart, Wendy’s    

Don’t want to come into the office to make 
an order? No problem! Go to shopwithscript.
com and set up an online account. You can 
use a credit card or  automatic withdrawal 
from your bank account. You will then have 
the option to use “ScripNow eCards” which 
allows you, for certain stores, to download a 
card for immediate use to your smartphone. 
For more information, www.shopwithscrip.
com or contact Kristin Plate at 641-670-0583.

TfT Spotlight: 
See the Story. Live the Story. 

Our teachers are using TfT tools to create 
learning experiences that empower our 

students to play their part in God’s Story. 
Each month we will share how our teach-

ers are using TfT in their classrooms.

Mrs. Alicia Vander Wal - 4th
Deep Hope: My Deep Hope 
is that as Fully Known and 
Fully Loved people, we can use 

what we learn to be BOLD disciples of 
Christ.
Story Line: Fully Known and Fully Loved
TfT Reflection:  My Deep Hope starts 
out with my desire for kids knowing 
that God knows them fully and loves 
them fully.  Romans 5:8 tells us that “but 
God shows his love for us in that while 
we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  
In knowing about God’s amazing love 
for us comes that 2nd part of my Deep 
Hope, which is that kids use what they 
know to be BOLD disciples of Christ.  
Let’s live differently for Him!  In our de-
votions every morning we read stories 
about people who have done just that, 
lived boldly for Christ.  
Our FLEx project comes when we re-
view letter writing.  We take the time to 
write thank-you notes to people in our 
lives who we appreciate.  My students 
can be bold disciples of Christ by show-
ing appreciation for those around them.

Mrs. Joy Mitchell - 5th
Deep Hope – My deep hope 
for us is that we would aim to 
be more like Jesus Christ.

Story Line – We will explore, examine, 
and exhibit a Christ-like spirit.
Class Verse – Acts 20:24
In 5th grade, we begin our year by ex-
ploring the TfT terminology.  We examine 
the deep hope, story line, and through-
lines.  As we work through our lessons, 
we look for ways that people are or are 
not exhibiting a Christ-like spirit.  Then 
we look for lessons we can learn from 
their examples that will lead us to be 
more like Jesus.  On Fridays, we set aside 
some time for specific reflection based 
upon the lessons we have learned.  The 
students have drawn pictures and writ-
ten reflection pieces that are displayed 
on the classroom or hallway walls.  We 
are also working on creating digital re-
flections through Google slides that can 
be shared electronically with our friends 
and family.  

Forever God is Faithful
“Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you and praise your name, for in perfect faithfulness 
you have done wonderful things, things planned long ago.”  Isaiah 25:1
Experience the joy of sharing God’s story of faithfulness through music with our 
all-school fall concert!  God’s faithfulness is such a fitting theme as we prepare to 
celebrate our fall program in person this year.  As Kindergarteners through eighth 
graders build up their knowledge and love of God, praise and worship are a powerful 
way to live for Him.  As our community, you are invited to join our musical expression 
of God’s faithfulness and how His story impacts our lives and our world!
Parts of the celebration to glorify God:
•At 6:50 a student keyboard prelude will introduce the evening of praise,
followed by the middle school band with a celebration of instruments and song. 
•The concert will continue with KK-4th and 5th-8th choirs musically living out God’s 
faithfulness,
•To conclude the evening, all KK-8th students will join together to sing our contem-
porary theme song, “Through It All,” a testimony of God’s faithfulness.
Join us on Friday evening, November 19, 2021, in our school gym as we celebrate 
together beginning at 6:50 p.m.  “Great is Your faithfulness.”  Lamentations 3:23b

KK-8th FALL MUSIC PROGRAM  Mrs. Cheryl Groenenboom

L to R: Elijah Boender (7th), Trenton De Bru-
in and Dane Van Mersbergen (8th)

Town Hall Meetings!!  The Oskaloosa Christian School board has exciting news! 
The board will present plans to the Society to both update our current facility and 
to potentially expand our school. You are invited to two town hall meetings to share 
and discuss these endeavors. The meetings will be Tuesday, October 26 and Thurs-
day, November 4 at Fellowship Bible Church from 6:30-7:45 p.m. The same informa-
tion will be shared at both meetings, so please attend at least one of the two.  Both 
meetings will be live streamed using the links below, and recordings will be made 
available as well. Please join us to discuss the future of Oskaloosa Christian School!
Livestream link for Tuesday, October 26: https://youtu.be/Tpb3er_5Meo
Livestream link for Thursday, November 4: https://youtu.be/HRf5pnbkxlc
(These links will also be available on our website:  www.oskaloosachristian.net.)

CELEBRATION OF 
FRIENDS BANQUET! 

Oskaloosa Christian School wants to 
invite you to our Celebration of Friends 
banquet for 2021. The banquet will 
be on Saturday, November 6. Doors 
will open at 5:30 pm, with dinner be-
ing served at 6 pm. Entertainment for 
the evening will be provided by Friday 
Night Fire, a local praise group. This is 
a fundraising event for our tuition as-
sistance program, For Generations to 
Come, so please prayerfully consider 
how you can help in this endeavor. 
Please RSVP for the event by Monday, 
October 25, to Patti Westra, either by 
phone at 641-672-2174, or by email at 
westrap@oskaloosachristian.net.

We look forward to seeing you for a 
night of food, fun, and fellowship!

LAST CHANCE!

RSVP by October 25!

 Mrs. Shannon Semini
 Coach Colleen Platt

FOOTBALL SEASON 

The 2021 junior high football season 
was a success!  The team came together 
with athletes and managers from Oska-
loosa, Newton, Peoria and the Pella area.  
They stayed healthy and had fun meet-
ing new people while learning to play 
very competitive football.
The 7th grade played two full games 
and 3 half games (40 play scrimmages) 
due to low participation numbers at our 
competing schools.  They had 20 ath-
letes that worked hard together to learn 
an offensive and defensive strategy for 
the games. The 8th grade had 21 players 
this year that played 6 full games end-
ing up with a record of 1 win, 1 tie and 4 
losses.  They had some very tough com-
petition this year. They learned along 
the way how to mentally prepare to 
compete through adversity, and overall, 
they competed well.   -Coach Joe Ritzert

October


